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WITH STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(e) 
AND STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1,704 (d) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

Submitted herewith are the following: 

(1) Copy of a European Search Report dated May 6, 2004, 
issued in the counterpart European application; 

(2) Copies of the cited publication (except for Japanese 
2001-215843) ; and 

(3) Form PTO/SB/08A. It is requested that an initialed 
copy of the Form PTO/SB/08A be returned to indicate 
that the publication listed therein has been considered 
and made of record. 

Said communication is in English, thereby satisfying the 
requirements for a concise explanation of relevance for any 
non-English language publications cited therein 
(MPEP 609 III A(3) ) . 

It is pointed out that a copy of Japanese 2001-215843, cited 
in the enclosed European Search Report, was already filed in the 
USPTO with the IDS filed February 12, 2004. Therefore, while a 
duplicate copy of Japanese 2001-215843 (and an English language 



Abstract thereof) are submitted herewith, Japanese 2001-215843 is 
not listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08A since it is already 
listed on the form PTO/SB/08A filed February 12, 2004. 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(e) (1) 

Each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement (except for Japanese 2001-215843) was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of the present Information Disclosure Statement. 
Said Communication bears a mailing date of May 6, 2004 . 
Therefore, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is 
timely under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97(e) and does not 
require a fee. 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.704 (d) 

Each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement (except for Japanese 2001-215843) was cited 
in said communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart application, and this communication was not received 
by any individual designated in §1. 56(c) more than thirty days 
prior to the filing of the present Information Disclosure 
Statement . 

It is respectfully requested that the attached 
publication (s) be considered and made of record. 
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